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task, he was sustained until the end and spurred to boundless
enthusiasm by the subject which he had made his own. He was
full of pride in the deeds of Englishmen in former ages, but de-
clared that, in Elizabeth's time, they had excelled all the nations
and people of the earth. Their half-concealed achievements were
at last embodied in his own pages. Which of English kings, he said,
before her Majesty, had seen their banners in the Caspian sea?
which of them had ever dealt with the emperor of Persia, obtaining
large privileges for merchants? whoever saw,'before this regiment,
an English Ligier in the stately porch of the Grand Signer at
Constantinople?' Who, he asks, had ever found English consuls
and agents before at Tripolis in Syria, at Aleppo, at Babylon and
at Balsara, and, what was more, who had ever heard of Englishmen
at Goa before that time ?
What English sliippes did heretofore ever nnker in the mighty river of
Plate? passe and repasse the impassable (in former opinion) straight of
Magellan, range along the coast of Chili, Peru, and ail the backside of Nova
Hispania, further than any Christian ever passed, traverse the mighty bredth
of the South Seas, land upon the Luzones in despightof the enemy, enter into
alliance, amity, and traffike with the princes of the Molluccas and the Isle
of Java, double the famous Cape of Bona Speranza, arrive at the Isle of
Santa Helena, and last of al returne home most richly laden with the
commodities of China, as the subjects of this now flourishing monarchy
have done?
Hakluyt ransacked chroniclers for such records of voyages
as he could find. He investigated the papers of the merchant
companies and, as he tells us, he travelled far in order to interview
travellers and examine records of exploration. He gives the state
of the ships of the Cinque Ports from Lambarde's Perambulati6n
of Kent. He also included that remarkable essay The Libel
of English Policy \ The voyages to the north-east are mostly
taken from the documents of the Muscovy company and include
the navigations of Willoughby, Chancellor, Stephen Burrough
and others. The volumes also include some records of the naval
fighting of the time, including The Miraculous Victory atchieved
by (lie English fiete under the discreet and happy conduct of the
right honourable, right prudent and valiant Lord, the lord Charles
Howard^ lord high admiral of England. The voyages to the
south and south-east are taken largely from records of the Levant
traders, and include the explorations of Challoner and Lok,
Jenkinson, John Foxe and others. Some papers relating to these
voyages appear to have been taken from the records of Hakluyt's
1 See voL n of the present work, pp. 423, f.